
HEADLINE NOTICES 

   Revised End of Autumn Term Arrangements  

Please be reminded that in order to facilitate the virtual Year 11 

Parents’ Evening, school will finish early on   Wednesday 16th 

December 2020 at 2.20pm for students in Years 7, 11, 12 & 

13 and at 2.30pm for students in Years 8, 9 & 10.  Please also 

be advised that in response to recent government 

announcements, we have made revisions to the arrangements for 

the end of the Autumn term.   As a result, the last day of on-site 

educational provision for the vast majority of our students will 

now be Thursday 17th December.  Friday 18th December has 

been designated as a virtual Academic Review Day and Monday 

21st December as an online trips/careers day.  Tuesday 22nd 

December has been allocated as an INSET day and school will 

be closed to students on this day. Please refer to our letter issued 

separately for further details. 

Kingsdale’s Festive Fundraiser – Food Drive 2020 

The time is upon us for the Kingsdale community to get together 

and help those in our local area who are less fortunate than 

ourselves this Christmas. With the challenges many families have 

faced this year, there has never been a more important time to 

reach out and help.  The Kingsdale Food Drive challenges all 

students in Years 7-13 and all staff, to bring in as many non-

perishable food items and toiletries as possible so that we can 

donate to the Southwark Foodbank.  Items that will be accepted 

are highlighted in the adjacent poster.  Prizes will be awarded for the 

top tutor group, student, House and staff donators and all 

donations will be taken in line with the schools Covid-19 

guidelines.  Please contact the sixth form team on year12hol@ 

kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk with any questions. Thank you! ‘The 

Spirit of Giving Makes Life Worth Living! 

 Christmas Jumper Day  

 Thursday 17th December 2020 

Each year Kingsdale students and staff participate in the wearing of a 

Christmas Jumper in support of the Save the Children Charity.  Although 

this falls on the 11th December, we have chosen to postpone it to 

Thursday 17th December to coincide with the end of our annual Food 

Drive and also the serving of Christmas Lunch.  Students who wish to 

wear their Christmas jumper on Thursday 17th December are asked to 

either donate a can or packet of food as outlined above OR £1 that will 

go to Save the Children.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
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   Issue 12 Monday 14th December 2020 

THEME & WORD  
OF THE WEEK 

Christmas  
‘Somehow, not only for Christmas,  
but all the long year through, the  
joy that you give to others, is the  

joy that comes back to you.’ 

 
Christmas gift suggestions  

from Kingsdale School: 
 To your enemy, forgiveness 
 To an opponent, tolerance 
 To a friend, your heart 
 To a customer, service 
 To all, charity 
 To everyone, a good example 
 To yourself, respect 

 
Niveous 

‘Snowy or resembling snow.’ 
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            ART NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sovereign Art Prize 2020 

Vote Now! 

Don’t forget to vote for our brilliant students’ work in 

The Sovereign Art prize.  The work is now on display at 

Phillips Auction House from December 9th - 15th and 

there are two prizes available; the Judges Prize and the 

Public Prize. 

 

The public vote for the winners is open to all, so please 

support our students by visiting the exhibition and 

voting for their work at the venue or via the website  

https://www.sovereignartfoundation.com/art-

prizes/student-art-prize/london/   

There is also a link in the bio on our school Instagram 

@kingsdalefs* 
*Age restrictions apply on Twitter accounts 

 

SCIENCE NEWS 
World Science Day 

Science is playing a critical role during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  This was recognised on Tuesday 10th November 

when staff and students celebrated UNESCO World Science 

Day for Peace and Development. To understand more about 

conserving nature and the  

importance of scientific developments, during Key Stage 3 

science lessons, students participated in a range of interactive 

activities which included debates, competitions and 3D model 

making of biological structures. Questions such as 'Why is it 

difficult to create a vaccine for the virus?' and 'What can 

Science do to save the planet?' were debated.  Students and 

staff had an amazing day and realised how important it is to 

allow curious minds to ask questions. Please continue 

discussions at home about the important contribution 

Science makes to the world.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These 3D models were made earlier this term to show 

Year 7 students' understanding of cells and 

demonstrate their impressive artistic skills. 

 

 

 

 

WINTER SEASON 

CELEBRATION CONCERT SERIES 
Concert No. 1 

 

Premieres on Monday 14th December at 12 

noon! 
 

The following students will be performing: 

Thomas Forristal (Year 8) Piano 

Evie Lawley (Year 8) Bass Guitar 

Jacob Toomey-O'Neill (Year 10) Drum Kit 

Iris Wilkie-Jones (Year 7) Piano 

Alex Papp (Year 13) Double Bass 

Fabio Picca (Year 9) Electric Guitar & Voice 

James Broadly (Year 9) Drum Kit 

James Belletty (Year 7) Piano 

Theo Ratcliff (Year 11) Marimba 

Kavi Maraj (Year 13) Bass Guitar, Electric Guitar, Violin, 

Loop Pedal 

To watch the performance click on the following link: 

https://youtu.be/3OMVW-wq9Mo 

 

x 
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Teacher 

Recommendation 

This week Ms Brown  

from the English  

department would like  

to recommend:  

Such a Fun Age  

by Kiley Reid 

When 26 year old  

Emira is accused of 

kidnapping the child  

she is babysitting in a 

supermarket, this acts as a 

catalyst for the events that 

follow between Emira and 

her employer Alix. Whilst Emira struggles with financial 

instability and uncertainty about her future, her employer 

Alix is a wealthy blogger who is struggling to balance her 

work life with motherhood. The plot focuses around the 

voices of these two women, and the surprising 

connection which threatens to undo them both.‘I really 

loved this book because the split narrative is so 

convincingly written that the two women’s different 

voices are very vividly portrayed. The novel deals with 

issues such as race and class in America, but the plot is 

presented to you in a non-judgemental way, leaving it up 

to the reader to make their own decisions about the 

characters and their actions.’This book is recommended 

to students in Key Stages 4 and 5. 

 

 

 

Student 

Recommendation  

Wilfred Toms-Moate in 

Year 8 would like to 

recommend:  

 

Wonder 

by R.J. Palacio 

Wonder is the story of 

Auggie, who was born 

with a severe facial 

difference, which has 

caused him to be home-

schooled for most of his 

childhood.  

Now Auggie is starting at a real school for the first time, 

and despite his differences his one wish is to be treated just 

like everybody else. 

Wilfred would like to recommend this book because of the 

strong moral messages about not judging a book by its 

cover and how the text teaches that everybody deserves to 

be treated with kindness and respect.   

He liked the way the book shows you that it’s the inside 

that counts, and he thought the way that the story is told 

by several narrators is very clever and engaging too. 

This book is recommended to Key stage 3 students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juanita Yebuah Year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LANGUAGES NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE and A-Level Latin and  

Classical Civilization students!  

 

Would you like a FREE guided tour of the British Museum 

with writer, classicist and comedian Natalie Haynes? 

To enter, explain what you would put in the British 

Museum and why in up to 250 words. You can include 

pictures, videos and drawings. Please contact Miss Evans 

in the Languages Faculty for more information via 

languages@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  

 

Year 8 to watch Old Vic's A Christmas Carol 

Live! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 16th December, all Year 8 students at 

school and at home will have the opportunity to watch 

the Old Vic's performance of A Christmas Carol 

streamed live! If you are in Year 8 and at home isolating, 

remember to join the Year 8 Team (MS Teams) at 1pm 

to start watching. 

 

 

 
 
 

 Reading Recommendations 

mailto:languages@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk


 

KINGSDALE CHRISTMAS READING BONANZA! 
Looking for a book to snuggle up with over the holidays? Then look no further! We have got some ‘crackers’ just for 

you.  Christmas has me feeling extra ‘Santa-mental’. But wait – there’s ‘myrrh’… if you read any of the books on the 

list and write a review for your English teacher you will receive HOUSE POINTS! 
 

Have a punderful Christmas. A round of ‘Santa-plause’, please. 

 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8)  

 

The Little Match Girl by Hans Christian Anderson 

The short story “The Little Match Girl” is all about the poverty, hunger and helplessness of a little girl who is 

sent to sell matches when she is supposed to stay at home or at school.  

 

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 

The Velveteen Rabbit is a British children's book written by Margery Williams and illustrated by William 

Nicholson. It chronicles the story of a stuffed rabbit's desire to become real through the love of his owner. 

 

The Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke 

Story. The story is an addition and expansion of the account of the Biblical Magi, recounted in the Gospel of 

Matthew in the New Testament. It tells about a "fourth" wise man (accepting the tradition that the Magi 

numbered three), a priest of the Magi named Artaban, one of the Medes from Persia. 

 

Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 & 11) 

 

Christmas Eve by Washington Irving 

Before Charles Dickens became the literary laureate of Christmas, Washington Irving was introducing 

American readers to a whole host of now ubiquitous Christmas traditions, including Christmas carols on 

people’s doorsteps, mistletoe, and the famous Yule log – traditions which Irving had to explain in footnotes, 

so unfamiliar were they to his original readers in 1820. 

 

The Gift of the Magi by O Henry 

First published in 1905, this short story by the American master of the form is about a husband and wife, Jim 

and Della, buying Christmas presents for each other, without much money to spend on them. It’s short and 

has a nice ironic twist at the end. 

 

The Christmas Banquet by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

This story might be regarded as the inverse of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol (and it was written just three years 

after Dickens’s novella was published): every Christmas, so a wealthy man’s will decrees, ten of the most 

miserable and misanthropic people in the land will be invited to a Christmas banquet where the idea is for 

them to try to outdo each other in how bitter and miserable they are. 

 

Key Stage 5 (Years 12 & 13) 

 

At Christmas Time by Anton Chekov 

Chekhov, who took the short story form in a new and more experimental direction, focusing on character and 

mood rather than plot, wrote this story in 1900. It focuses on an estranged daughter writing to her parents, 

who never receive her messages, and the daughter’s relationship with her husband. 

 

Here's to Love by Anne Enright 

It’s about friends getting together for a reunion every Christmas once they’re middle-aged, and all of the 

disappointments and realisations that such reunions bring. 

 

The Dead by James Joyce 

Set during the Christmas holidays but shortly after New Year – probably on or around Twelfth Night in early 

January – ‘The Dead’ is the longest short story in James Joyce’s 1914 collection Dubliners, a series of tales 

about life in turn-of-the-century Dublin. 

 

 

 

  



   SPORTS NEWS 
World Champion and Olympic Cyclists  

speak to the Year 7 Sports Scholars! 

On Monday 7th December the year 7 Sports  

Scholars were treated to an exciting online webinar 

with Tao Geoghegan Hart, Alec Briggs, Ethan  

Hayter, Abi Van Twisk and Fred Wright. The athletes 

imparted their wisdom, knowledge and experiences 

in their journey to become elite cyclists. 

This was a great occasion for the students and was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

 

Resumption of Sports Extra-Curricular Programme  

We are very pleased to announce that, following the 

end of the recent period of national lockdown, our 

extra-curricular programme has now resumed and we 

warmly welcome students from all year groups back to 

our clubs. For those students who wish to attend clubs 

but have yet to sign up please visit the PE page on our 

school website or contact us via our email 

pe@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

MCCF CRICKET HUB 

Are there any Year 7, 8, 9 or 10 students interested in 

Cricket? Apply Now! There are free indoor Cricket 

sessions taking place at Dulwich College Sports Centre 

from January to April! Email us on 

pe@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk to register interest. 
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House Challenge 
This week’s Challenge from the House Team is all to do 

with showing some more acts of kindness during this 

month of December.  
  

Do Good December: Kindness Calendar  
  

Jessica’s Letter 

Last week we shared with you the Kindness Calendar 

for December. As a result, we received a very moving 

response from Jessica, a student of Falcon House. 

Hopefully this will inspire all our families to show similar 

act of kindness as we move into 2021.  

  
“Dear House System,  
My Granny lives alone and too far away for us to visit. 
During the pandemic, we regularly play chess together 
using an online app and video calling at  
the same time. It helps my Granny to stop being lonely 
and it gives me a chance to chat to her.  
We used to see her all the time before Covid”.              

Jessica Gavin-Elias, (Falcon)  
  

2020 has been a tough year in several ways. One thing 

that can unite us and help us get through is kindness.  

Although we cannot change our situation, we can 

certainly respond to others with kindness. When we are 

kind, we help others, we help ourselves and we 

encourage others to be kinder too.  TASK: Use the 

Kindness Calendar, on the following page, by Action 

for Happiness, to be kind to others throughout the 

festive period.  

Be sure to share your experiences with the 

HouseTeam: housesystem@kingsdale.southwark.s

ch.uk   

  

Ensure your entry is accompanied by your full 

name and tutor group and generate valuable points 

for your House!!!  

 

Christmas Trees 

We are pleased to announce that Pines and Needles 

have once again provided the school with our free 

Christmas trees. They have offered Kingsdale parents a 

discount on their Christmas trees.  Visit their store in 

Norwood Road, Herne Hill using the code FESTIVE19 to 

get your free gift with a purchase or visit their website via 

https://www.pinesandneedles.com/pages/realchr

istmas-tree-stores-london for more details and 

further information. Discount Codes: FESTIVE10 - 

10% off Mon - Thurs (walk-in sales only not click 

and collect) NHS10 - 10% off Fri-Sun or NHS15 -

15% off Mon-Thurs.  

 

House News 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Year 9 Students! 

We are pleased to announce that despite the challenges 

presented by the pandemic, a new set of guidelines have been 

released by the Award Scheme to support students who either 

want to enrol this academic year or continue with their 

programme. If your child is in Year 9 and wishes to enrol for the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award at Kingsdale, please contact Mr Fatodu 

at:  

housesystem@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk   

For Year 10 and 11 students, more information will 

follow next month. Further information about the 

Duke of Edinburgh scheme can be found on our 

website at: http://kingsdalefoundationschool. 

org.uk/Curriculum/Duke-of-Edinburgh-Award  

 

The House Leader Board 2020-21 
Week commencing 14th December 2020 

1st Place – Albatross with 2,430 Points 

2nd Place – Falcon with 2,402 Points 

3rd Place – Swift with 2,393 Points 

4th Place – Dove with 2,315 Points 

5th Place – Eagle with 2,217 Points 
 

 Albatross is now leading this close race.  

Can any other House catch them? 
 

Inter-House Football Tournament  

      Year 7 – RESCHEDULED 

This Competition will now take  

place on our return from the  

Festive Season break in 2021. 
 

     IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!  

Please note our Christmas Jumper Day 2020  

and Festive Food Drive donation will now take place 

on Thursday 17th December.  Our students and 

staff will participate in the wearing of a Christmas 

Jumper in support of the Save The Children Charity.  

We kindly ask students to  

donate an item of food OR £1.  

 

Festive Food Drive 2020 Campaign 

The Food Drive campaign organised by our Sixth Form students 

will help provide much needed supplies for the local Food Banks in 

Southwark, Lewisham and Lambeth. Donations are being accepted 

each day from Monday 14th December onwards.  Specially socially 

distanced deposit stations will be located at the allocated entrances 

for each year group.  We would ask that donations comprise only 

non-perishable dried or tinned food items.   
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